STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re Fair Hearing No. 19, 208

)
)
Appeal of )

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision by the Departnent of
Chil dren and Fam |ies Econom c Services (DCF) inposing
copaynents for various services covered by Medicaid. The

following facts are not in dispute.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is a single fifty-three-year-old
woman who recei ves Medi caid based on disability. Her sole
income is $616 a nonth in SSI benefits. She has several
pharmacy prescriptions and nmakes frequent clinical visits.

Al t hough these services are covered by Mdicaid, she maintains
t hat she cannot afford the co-paynents she incurs for them

2. In addition to the petitioner's basic living and

nmedi cal expenses, she has special dietary needs and she keeps

a "service animal" (a dog) for conpani onshi p.

ORDER

The Departnent's decision is affirned.
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REASONS

The Medi caid regul ations i npose patient "cost sharing”
paynments for various nedical services. WA M § MO03.2 C
I ncluded in the regul ations are co-paynents of between $1 and
$3 for prescriptions, $3 for outpatient hospital services, and
$75 for the first day of any hospitalization. 1d. There are
no exceptions in the regul ati ons based on i ndi vi dual
ci rcunst ances.

Al t hough these paynents are undoubtedly difficult for the
petitioner, it appears that the Departnent has acted pursuant
to the pertinent regulations.! As such, the Board is bound to
affirmthe decision. 3 V.S. A 8§ 3091(d), Fair Hearing Rule
17.

HHH

1 At the hearing (held on August 18, 2004) the petitioner also took issue
with the ampbunt of her Food Stanps (currently $12 a nonth). Although the
Depart ment appears to have correctly cal cul ated her Food Stanps based on
her income and reported shelter expenses, the petitioner nay al so be able
to deduct out-of-pocket nedical expenses. She should i mediately bring
any such expenses to the attention of her worker. |[|f she disagrees with
the Department's deternination as to whether any of these expenses qualify
as a deduction fromher incone in calculating the anount of her Food

St anps, she can appeal that decision to the Board.



